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From "Ruth: Redeemed by the Holy One of Israel" - A Christadelphian Cantata

Times of Trial

Paul Barnes & Levi Myers
Arranged by Emily Bawdon
For Kingdom Conference 2022
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Jfrom "Ruth - Under Whose Wings Thou Art Come to Trust" - a Christadelphian Cantata

Under Whose Wings We Have Come to Trust DO 2003

Moderato piano accompaniment version for MYC 2003
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From "Ruth: Redeemed by the Holy One of Israel” - A Christadelphian Cantata

Boaz
Strong Man of Virtue

Music: Tom Cross
Lyrics: Laura Burt
For Kingdom Conference 2022
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From "Ruth: Redeemed by the Holy One of Israel” - A Christadelphian Cantata

Redeemer

Emily Bawdon
For Kingdom Conference 2022
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Narration 1: ‘In the Days when the Judges Ruled’
(Judges 17-18, 19-21, Ruth 1-4)

Boaz and Ruth lived during the days in which the Judges ruled. A dark period during which
there was no king in Israel and every man did that which was right in his own eyes. Joshua had
led the children of Israel into the land and with great conquest they were established in the
promised inheritance. However, the glory years which should have followed were denied.
Israel served Yahweh all the days of Joshua and all the days of the elders that overlived
Joshua but then there arose another generation after them. A generation which knew not
Yahweh nor yet the works which He had done for Israel.

During these days, so soon after the nation had been established in the land, we read of a
rapid decline in Israel with corruption in true doctrine and true practice.

Whilst apostacy is spreading through Dan, gross immorality is being witnessed in Benjamin,
yet in the book of Ruth, here, we discover a glimmer of light amid the darkness with
redemption found in a small town of Judah.

Narration 2: ‘Times of Trial'
(Ruth 1)

Standing at her third funeral in Moab, Naomi was engulfed with pain as if bitter water had
been poured into her heart. During a time of famine their family had turned their back on the
promised land that they might find sustenance elsewhere. She had been full back then,
passing across the Jordan, wondering what lay ahead but ready to face any challenge with
her husband and two sons beside her.

Now she felt all alone, wishing she were back with those happy days in Bethlehem Judah.
When she hears that Yahweh has visited His people in giving them bread, Naomi determines
to return. She will turn again and return to the promised land, humbled, destitute, knowing that
only El Shaddai, God Almighty is the one who can nourish.

Narration 3: ‘Song of Ruth’
(Ruth 1)

Naomi had told her daughters-in-law of the God of Israel. Ruth had listened in fascination to
the mighty signs and wonders that had been performed to deliver Israel out of Egypt and
bring them in to the land of Canaan. She had grown a strong attachment to her mother-in-law,
elderly, grief stricken yet loving, kind and strong in conviction. Ruth knew that her life was at a
turning point, the decision before her was enormous but she too was strong in conviction, she
would choose the unknown path to a foreign land, where as a widow and stranger her lot
would be arduous, and she would be viewed by many with contempt as the Moabitess.
However, Ruth had made her decision and there was nothing that would dissuade her, she
opened her mouth in response to Naomi with gentle yet resolved lips, ‘Intreat me not to leave
thee, or to return from following after thee!
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Narration 4: ‘Under Whose Wings We Have Come to Trust’
(Ruth 2)

Ruth had made her choice; she had left all behind and chosen the hard path. Now finding
herself in her new land she would not allow her impoverished position to get her down. She
would go out and work that she might find provision for her mother-in-law, she would go out
and glean, not fearing the dangers of being alone, out in the field of a foreign land. She would
trust in Yahweh, the God of Israel to whom she had committed herself.

In the providence of God, Ruth was brought to the field of the one who would shortly become
her new husband and her redeemer. Boaz immediately noticed the newcomer to his field and
having enquired concerning her he approached the one whose virtue was already shining
through and with lips filled with grace says what he can to help and encourage. Boaz could
empathise with how it feels to be a stranger amongst the ecclesia of God, knowing the
experience of his mother Rahab. With kindness he exhorts the young widow, ‘Yahweh
recompense thy work and a full reward be given thee of Yahweh God of Israel, under whose
wings thou art come to trust.’

Narration 5: ‘Boaz - Strong Man of Virtue’
(Ruth 2-3)

Whilst during the period of the judges there is no king in Israel, Yahweh, the true king is
overseeing the line of the messiah.

Boaz with a Christ like spirit, typifying his Lord yet to come, uses the provisions God has
blessed him with to help the two widows and shows kindness to the remnant of the side of his
family that has been devastated in Moab. Boaz is the man of virtue who sees the true beauty
of the virtuous woman. Boaz is the one provided by God to redeem the stranger. Boaz is the
one through whom God will bring Messiah's line. Christ is the son of man who searches our
heart to find the true beauty of his Father's character in us. Christ is the son of God provided to
bring us into the commonwealth of Israel through his blood. Christ is the true King who will
return to reign, bringing with him eternal life.

Narration 6: ‘Redeemer’
(Ruth 3-4)

When one night Ruth makes her intentions known by lying at the feet of Boaz on the threshing
floor, Boaz is overjoyed and immediately ready to become the kinsman redeemer and marry
the virtuous woman from Moab. He becomes saviour to the little household and great joy
arrives with the birth of a son, taking away the bitterness of death with the arrival of new life.
The child will become the grandfather of King David and ancestor of the Lord Jesus. That
which befell this little family we are not told, the picture closes here but within this beautiful
little book are treasures untold looking forward to the kinsman redeemer that Yahweh would
provide. Christ is our redeemer, the son of David that will be enthroned in Zion. Glorious with
the saints in light he will live and reign. We hope to be with him in that day if only now we wait
in patience, learning from the example of Ruth, developing the true characteristics of virtue,

always remembering that ‘our redeemer comes.’
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